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What does that mean?

• “Remnant or transformed colonialist structures continue to 
shape science and science education… suggest that the 
mainstream, standard account of what science is seems to 
represent a globalized- or arguably a Western, modern, 
secular-conception of science. This standard account of 
science can act as a gatekeeper to the indigenous ways of 
being, knowing, and doing of postcolonial populations. ”



Wait what does that mean?

• “As a physicist, I was taught that physics began with the Greeks and later Europeans inherited 
their ideas and expanded on them. In this narrative, people of African descent and others are 
now relative newcomers to science, and questions of inclusion and diversity in science are 
related back to “bringing science to underrepresented minority and people of color 
communities.” The problem with this narrative is that it isn’t true. … So, even though for the 
last 500 years or so science has largely been developed by Europeans, the roots of its 
methodology and epistemology are not European. Science, as scientists understand it, is not 
fundamentally European in origin. This complicates both racist narratives about people of color 
and innovation as well as discourse around whether science is fundamentally wedded to Euro-
American operating principles of colonialism, imperialism and domination for the purpose of 
resource extraction….. This leads me to the second angle at play: Europeans have engaged 
what is called “internalist” science very seriously over the last 500 years and often in service 
and tandem with colonialism and white supremacy.”



Impacts: Space  
• Extremely Large Telescope (ELT) 

proposed to be built on top of Mauna 
Kea

• Mauna Kea is very sacred in Native 
American culture

• First protests since 2008 

• Building/construction has been on hold 
and will be through at least this year



Impacts: Education

• Students often get a very selective 
perspective of science history and discovery

• Often leads to the “lone genius” myth which 
is harmful to scientists, science 
communication, and the world

• (Also difficult, because 
colonization/imperialism has long affected 
who participates in science already)



Impacts: Credit and Belonging



What do we do?

• Don’t forget science is done by 
scientists!

• Don’t forget scientists are people!

• Don’t forget science history!


